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Plant bee-friendly 
flowers

London 
Pollinator 
Project

Plant. 
Watch. Help.

And Win!

Help pollinators in 
your green space
Use	native	plants

They are adapted to
local climate conditions
and the local pollinators
areadapted to them.

Build	a	bee	condo	
Buy a pre-made one or
just leave dead tree
limbs (even drill holes) or
bamboo canes to create
nesting habitats for bees.

Mow	less	often
Delay cutting and
removing vegetation
until after the majority
of plants have flowered.
This will help to lengthen
the time the area of
grass and flowers can
deliver nectar and flower
resources for pollinators.
Avoid	using	pesticides	
Please. And if you want
butterflies, you need
caterpillars (and the
nibbled leaves that go
with them).

Plant	in	clumps
Help pollinators find
the plants they need
by planting them in
clumps rather than
singly.

Create	a	deadwood	
pile	for	beetles	

Pile up wood in a shady
part of your garden,
add bark and leaves,
leave to rot naturally,
add a log each year.

Make	a	mini	
wildflower	meadow
Create a wildflower
meadow or window
box in your urban
space to attract all
types of pollinators.

Spring	flowers
Bluebell, bugle, crab apple, daffodil, flowering
cherry and currant, forget-me-not (Myosotis),
hawthorn, pulmonaria, rhododendron, rosemary,
thrift (Armeriamaritima) and viburnum.

Late-summer	flowers
Angelica, aster, buddleja, cardoon, cornflower
(Centaurea), dahlia (single-flowered), eryngium
(sea holly), fuchsia, globe thistle (Echinops),
heather, ivy, lavender, penstemon, scabious,
sedum, Verbenabonariensis.

Early-summer	flowers
Aquilegia, astilbe, campanula, comfrey,
delphinium, everlasting sweet pea (Lathyrus
latifolius), fennel, foxglove, hardy geranium,
potentilla, snapdragon, stachys, teasel, thyme,
verbascum.

Single	flowers
Most hybrid and double flowers (flowers with lots
of extra petals like roses and carnations) are little
use to bees. Some are bred without male and
female parts, while others have so many petals
that bees can't get to the nectar and pollen.

Purple	flowers
Bees have a natural preference for purple over
other colours, so grow lots of purple plants such
as lavender, alliums, buddleja and catmint.

Tubular-shaped	flowers
Tubular-shaped flowers such as foxgloves,
honeysuckle, penstemons and snapdragons are
also great for long-tongued bees such as the
garden bumblebee.

Examples	of	bee-friendly	flowersMake	a	watering	hole.
Bees and other insects
need water too,
especially on hot days.
Make a simple watering
hole out of a dish and
stones or a fancy one
outof an old bird bath.

Variety
Plant a variety of flowers to bloom throughout
the year.

Bee-friendly	flower	basics


